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In these days between Ascension and Pentecost, we gather with the 
disciples in the upper room, waiting for the Spirit to transform the 
church around the world. In today’s gospel Jesus prays for his followers 
and for their mission in his name. Amid religious, social, and economic 
divisions, we seek the unity that Jesus had with his Father. Made one in 
baptism, we go forth to live our faith in the world, eager for the unity 
that God intends for the whole human family. 

 
(*please stand as you are able)            (Congregation reads bold print) 

Welcome & Announcements 

*Confession & Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 
you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the 
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 
may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with 

Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your 
hearts through faith. 
Amen. 

 
*Opening Hymn   “God, We Gather as Your People” #1038 ACS 
 

*Greeting  

The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all.  And also with you. 
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Prayer of the Day 
O God of glory, your Son Jesus Christ suffered for us and ascended to your right hand. Unite us with 
Christ and each other in suffering and in joy, that all the world may be drawn into your bountiful 
presence, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 

First Reading: Acts 1:6-14 

Today’s reading is part of the introduction to the narrative of the outpouring of the Spirit on 

Pentecost. These verses tell of the risen Lord’s conversation with his disciples on the eve of his 

ascension, in which he promises that they will receive the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 
6 When [the apostles] had come together, they asked [Jesus], “Lord, is this the time when you will 
restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the 
Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 
upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of 
the earth.” 9 When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him 
out of their sight. 10 While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men 
in white robes stood by them. 11 They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward 
heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you 
saw him go into heaven.” 
 
  12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a 
Sabbath day’s journey away. 13 When they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs 
where they were staying: Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew 
and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. 14 All these were 
constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including Mary the mother 
of Jesus, as well as his brothers. 
 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.  

Psalm: Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35 
1 Let God arise, and let God’s enemies be scattered; let those who hate God flee. 
 2 As smoke is driven away, so you should drive them away; 
  as the wax melts before the fire, so let the wicked perish at the presence of God. 
 3 But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God; let them also be merry and joyful. 
 4 Sing to God, sing praises to God’s name; exalt the one who rides the clouds; 
  I AM is that name, rejoice before God! 
 5 In your holy habitation, O God, you are a father to orphans, defender of widows; 
 6 you give the solitary a home and bring forth prisoners into freedom; 
  but the rebels shall live in desert places. 
 7 O God, when you went forth before your people, when you marched through the wilderness, 
 8 the earth quaked, and the skies poured down rain, at the presence of God, the God of 
Sinai, at the presence of God, the God of Israel. 
 9 You sent a bountiful rain, O God; you restored your inheritance when it languished. 
 10 Your people found their home in it; 
  in your goodness, O God, you have made provision for the poor.  
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 32 Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth; sing praises to the Lord. 
 33 You ride in the heavens, O God, in the ancient heavens; 
  you send forth your voice, your mighty voice. 
 34 Ascribe power to God, whose majesty is over Israel; whose strength is in the skies. 
 35 How wonderful you are in your holy places, O God of Israel, 
  giving strength and power to your people! Blessed be God! 
 
Second Reading: 1 Peter 4:12-14, 5: 6-11 
Our faith in Christ does not make us immune from the scorn of others. Nevertheless, we are to resist the 
designs of evil when we experience disparagement from others because we trust God’s grace will 
strengthen and guide us. 
 
12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to test you, as 
though something strange were happening to you. 13 But rejoice insofar as you are sharing Christ’s 
sufferings, so that you may also be glad and shout for joy when his glory is revealed. 14 If you are 
reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is the Spirit of God, 
is resting on you. 
 
  5:6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you in due 
time. 7 Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. 8 Discipline yourselves; keep alert. 
Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls around, looking for someone to devour. 9 Resist 
him, steadfast in your faith, for you know that your brothers and sisters in all the world are 
undergoing the same kinds of suffering. 10 And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of 
all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, 
and establish you. 11 To him be the power forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.  

*Gospel Acclamation -- p. 142 

*The Holy Gospel according to John the 17th Chapter.  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
Gospel: John 17:1-11 
On the night before his crucifixion, Jesus prays to his heavenly Father, asking that those who continue 
his work in this world will live in unity. 
 
1 After Jesus had spoken these words [to his disciples,] he looked up to heaven and said, “Father, the 
hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, 2 since you have given him 
authority over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 3 And this is eternal 
life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. 4 I glorified 
you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do. 5 So now, Father, glorify me in your own 
presence with the glory that I had in your presence before the world existed. 
  6 “I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were yours, 
and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7 Now they know that everything you have 
given me is from you, 8 for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have 
received them and know in truth that I came from you, and they have believed that you sent me. 9 I 
am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world but on behalf of those whom you 
gave me, because they are yours. 10 All mine are yours, and yours are mine, and I have been glorified 
in them. 11 And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. 
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Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are 
one.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
Children’s Message 
 
Message 
 
Hymn   “Thine The Amen” #826 
 

*Apostles Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

*Prayers of Intercession 

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let us pray for 
the needs of all creation. 

A brief silence. 

O God, your people sing praises throughout the church. By your Holy Spirit, inspire musicians, 
deacons, pastors, and bishops to proclaim the gospel of Jesus. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Your creative power fills the universe. Bring favorable weather, nurture plants and animals, protect 
us from natural disasters, and guide us to care for all you have made. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Your justice is exercised in society by those in authority. Instill in political leaders, business leaders, 
school administrators, and all who care for others a desire for peace and equity. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Your compassion and care come through the gifts of medicine and relationships. Soothe the 
anxious, protect widows and orphans, comfort those living with memory loss and their families, and 
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heal the sick (especially we pray for Bonnie, Barb, Carla, Barb, Diane, Bill, Ed, Pat, Jeni, and Jayme). 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Your love radiates from communities gathered in your name. Bless those experiencing significant 
transitions in life such as graduation, retirement, new employment (other transitions may be 
named), and accompany us in our prayers during these times. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
O God, your promise of eternal life is certain and sure. Inspire us by the steadfast faith of those who 
have gone before us, so that we may be confident in the assurances you give. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new life to all the 
world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 
Amen. 
 
*Peace  

May the peace of Christ be with you all. And also with you. 
 
Offering  
 
*Offering Prayer 
Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with blessings. As you 
have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to 
respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 
*Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and 
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, 
and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the 
witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and 
archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
*Holy, Holy, Holy  p. 144 

*Words of Institution 
 
*Lord’s Prayer p. 145 

*Invitation to Communion 
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 
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 Communion (continuous) 
Come forward in the center aisle, distancing as desired. Please cup your hands to receive 
the bread. Move to the right or left to receive the wine. Return to your pew via the side 
aisles. Gluten-free wafers are available in the container in front of the font. 
Those who wish to be served at their seats may remain seated.  
Distribution Hymns:   #487 – What Feast of Love; #593 – Drawn to the Light 

*Prayer after Communion 
Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer darkness, water to 
give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s 
resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
Amen. 

 
*Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The Lord look 

upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen. 
 
*Sending Hymn  “Let Us Enter In” #985 ACS 
 
*Dismissal 

Go in peace. Remember the poor.                                                                                                                                    
Thanks be to God.  

 

Baptized believers sent into God’s world to share God’s love and grace. 
 
Liturgy is from Sundays & Seasons, reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS000556. New 
Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in 
the United States of America.  Used by permission.  All rights reserved.  Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on 
Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  

 
Welcome!  May you be blessed as we worship together! 
 
Pastor Ed Pease: 
 Home Phone – 605-231-2367 
 Email – edward.pease@gmail.com 
 

• A special welcome to any visitors! Please take the time this morning to fill out the visitor card 
located with the hymnals and either place it on the offering plate or give it to an usher.  
 

• Vacation Bible School is looking for monetary donations to help fund this year’s program. If you 
would like to give, you can write a check to the church and designate it for Vacation Bible School, 
or talk to Liz Wahlberg. Thank you!! 

 
This Week’s Events: May 17-24 
Today  9:00am 7th Sunday of Easter 
Tues.  7:00pm AA Meeting (Contact person is Larry S., 712-251-4207) 
Sun.  9:00am Pentecost 
 

mailto:edward.pease@gmail.com
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Upcoming Events: 
Sat. May 30 8:00-12:00 Spring Cleaning 
 
Worship Assistants for May: 
Organist: Ruth Chartier     Altar Guild: Dave & Patti Christiansen 
Scripture Reader: Rebecca Brockhaus  Offertory Accountants: Rebecca Brockhaus &  
Tech Assistant: Jill & Casey Stratton          Gloria Healy 
Greeters: Roger & Susan Christiansen 
Greeters Next Week: Dave & Patti Christiansen 
  

 

Birthdays: 17 - John Ringkob; 18 - Makenzie Melby; 19 - Erica Christiansen, Justin Locke; 20 - 

Kasidi Wiste; 22 - McKenna Peters; 23 - Randy Kuehl 

 

Anniversaries: 17 - Corey & Tina Malm; 18 - Brian & Leann Henschen 

_________________________________________________________________________                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Prayers 

We pray for Kenny Stroman; Barb Kunkel; Carla Boggs; Barb Allner; Diane Riediger; Bill Nagel; Ed 
Kunkel; those in addictions/recovery; all who are grieving; victims of extreme weather and natural 
disasters, violence and domestic abuse.  
For those battling cancer: Jayme Webb –breast cancer. 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 
God’s Work.  Our gifts.  Thank you to all who support our ministry! 

Our budget needs each week: $3,175 
Electronic Giving  $         440.00 
KidZone   $         100.00 
Youth Group   $         100.00 
General Fund                      $      2,124.00 
Total                    $      2,764.00 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 


