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Today is sometimes called “Good Shepherd Sunday.” Jesus is called the 
“gate” of the sheep in today’s gospel. The risen Christ opens the way to 
abundant life. He anoints our heads with oil and guides us beside the still 
waters of our baptism. Each Sunday he spreads a feast before us amid 
the world’s violence and war. We go forth to be signs of the resurrection 
and extend God’s tender care to all creation. 

 
(*please stand as you are able)            (Congregation reads bold print) 

Welcome & Announcements 

*Baptism of Colson David Christiansen p.227                                                                                                             
Son of Kyler Christiansen & Paityn Hagberg 

 
*Opening Hymn   “Borning Cry” #732 
 

*Greeting  

The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all.  And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 
O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead us to safety through the valleys of 
death. Guide us by your voice, that we may walk in certainty and security to the joyous feast 
prepared in your house, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
First Reading: Acts 2:42-47 

Today’s reading is a description of life in the community following Peter’s sermon on the day of 

Pentecost, when the Spirit was poured out on God’s people. The new community is sustained in worship 

and fellowship, shares what they have, and ensures that everyone has enough. 
42 [The baptized] devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread and the prayers. 
  43 Awe came upon everyone because many wonders and signs were being done through the 
apostles. 44 All who believed were together and had all things in common; 45 they would sell their 
possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46 Day by day, as they 
spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and 
generous hearts, 47 praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord 
added to their number those who were being saved. 
 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.  
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Psalm: Psalm 23 
1 The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not be in want. 
 2 The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures and leads me beside still waters. 
 3 You restore my soul, O LORD, and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake. 
 4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; 
  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.  
 5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 
  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 
 6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 
  and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.  
 
Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:19-25 
Doing the right things does not guarantee that one will not experience difficulties, hardships, rejection, 
or even suffering. Here Christ is presented as the model for our path of endurance and loyalty to God, 
particularly amid adversity. 
 
19 It is a commendable thing if, being aware of God, a person endures pain while suffering unjustly. 
20 If you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that? But if you endure when 
you do good and suffer for it, this is a commendable thing before God. 21 For to this you have been 
called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you should follow in his 
steps. 22 “He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.” 
23 When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but he 
entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. 24 He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, 
so that, having died to sins, we might live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. 
25 For you were going astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and guardian of 
your souls. 
 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.  

*Gospel Acclamation -- p. 142 

*The Holy Gospel according to John the 10th Chapter.  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
Gospel: John 10:1-10 
Jesus uses an image familiar to the people of his day to make a point about spiritual leadership. Those 
who listen to Jesus are led to abundant life. 
 
[Jesus said:] 1 “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs 
in by another way is a thief and a bandit. 2 The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the 
sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep 
by name and leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the 
sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5 They will not follow a stranger, but they will run 
from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.” 6 Jesus used this figure of speech with 
them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them. 
  7 So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All who came 
before me are thieves and bandits, but the sheep did not listen to them. 9 I am the gate. Whoever 
enters by me will be saved and will come in and go out and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to 
steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to You, O Christ. 
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Children’s Message 
 
Message 
 
KidZone Performance 
 
Hymn   “The Lord’s My Shepherd” #778 
 
*Prayers of Intercession 

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let us pray for 
the needs of all creation. 

A brief silence. 

Shepherding God, draw all people to yourself and lead them in paths of righteousness. Embolden 
your church to enter the valleys of the world and guide us beside the still waters of your grace. We 
pray for military and prison chaplains serving near and far. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Creator God, by the resurrection of your Son, show us your steadfast love and instruct our hearts in 
your ways. Help us to revere and protect the wonders of your creation. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Righteous Judge, strengthen and uphold those who work for justice and advocate for human rights. 
Bring an end to oppression and save us from the temptation of violence or vengeance. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Great Physician, walk with those who are grieving, and anoint those who are ill or injured 
(especially we pray for Bonnie, Barb, Carla, Barb, Diane, Bill, Ed, Pat, Jeni, Kenny, and Jayme). Restore 
them to health of body, mind, and spirit. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Good Shepherd, continually seek us out as lambs of your flock, and form us into a community where 
all are honored and cared for. Spread a feast before us and fill our cups to overflowing. Merciful 
God, 
receive our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
Living God, we praise you for the saints who have died in faith and now dwell in your love. At our 
end, bring us, with them, to our heavenly home. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new life to all the 
world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 
Amen. 
 
*Peace  

May the peace of Christ be with you all. And also with you. 
 
Offering  
 
*Offering Prayer 
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Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with blessings. As you 
have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to 
respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 
*Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and 
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, 
and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the 
witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and 
archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
*Holy, Holy, Holy  p. 144 

*Words of Institution 
 
*Lord’s Prayer p. 145 

*Invitation to Communion 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

 
 Communion (continuous) 
Come forward in the center aisle, distancing as desired. Please cup your hands to receive 
the bread. Move to the right or left to receive the wine. Return to your pew via the side 
aisles. Gluten-free wafers are available in the container in front of the font. 
Those who wish to be served at their seats may remain seated.  
Distribution Hymns:   #484 – You Satisfy the Hungry Heart; #790 – Day by Day 

*Prayer after Communion 
Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer darkness, water to 
give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s 
resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
Amen. 

*Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The Lord look 

upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen. 
 
*Sending Hymn  “All People That on Earth Dwell” #883 
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*Dismissal 

Go in peace. Christ is with you.                                                                                                                                    
Thanks be to God.  

 

Baptized believers sent into God’s world to share God’s love and grace. 
 
Liturgy is from Sundays & Seasons, reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS000556. New 
Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in 
the United States of America.  Used by permission.  All rights reserved.  Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on 
Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  

 
Welcome!  May you be blessed as we worship together! 
 
Pastor Ed Pease: 
 Home Phone – 605-231-2367 
 Email – edward.pease@gmail.com 
 

• A special welcome to any visitors! Please take the time this morning to fill out the visitor card 
located with the hymnals and either place it on the offering plate or give it to an usher.  
 

• Vacation Bible School is looking for monetary donations to help fund this year’s program. If you 
would like to give, you can write a check to the church and designate it for Vacation Bible School, 
or talk to Liz Wahlberg. Thank you!! 

 
 
This Week’s Events: April 26 – May 3 
Today  9:00am 4th Sunday of Easter – Sundaes on a Sunday 
Tues.  7:00pm AA Meeting (Contact person is Larry S., 712-251-4207) 
Wed.  3:30pm FINAL KidZone 

6:00pm FINAL Confirmation 
Sun.  9:00am Sundaes on a Sunday 
 
Worship Assistants for April: 
Organist: Ruth Chartier     Altar Guild: Roger & Susan Christiansen 
Scripture Reader: Denny Bain   Offertory Accountants: Steve & Lisa Rippke 
Tech Assistant: Rebecca Brockhaus  
Greeters: Denny Bain 
Greeters Next Week: Gail & Cindy Ploen 
  

 

Birthdays: 26 - Oaklynn Black, Kane Meyer; 28 - Nick Wahlberg 

 

Anniversaries: 28 - Norman & Michaela Peterson; May 2 - Joe & Vicky Phillips 

_________________________________________________________________________                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
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Prayers 

We pray for Kenny Stroman; Barb Kunkel; Carla Boggs; Barb Allner; Diane Riediger; Bill Nagel; Ed 
Kunkel; those in addictions/recovery; all who are grieving; victims of extreme weather and natural 
disasters, violence and domestic abuse.  
For those battling cancer: Jayme Webb –breast cancer; Jeni Aman. 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 
God’s Work.  Our gifts.  Thank you to all who support our ministry! 

Our budget needs each week: $3,175 
Electronic Giving  $         495.00 
Cookbooks   $           20.00 
Vacation Bible School $         150.00 
Lent                            $        953.00 
Total                    $      1,618.00 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 


