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At the heart of our Advent preparation stands John the Baptist, who 
calls us to repent and make a new beginning. As the darkness 
increases we turn toward the approaching light of Christ. For 
Christians he is the root of Jesse, the righteous judge who welcomes 
all, especially the poor and meek of the earth. We wait with hope 
for that day when the wolf will dwell with the lamb, and there will 
be no more hurt or destruction. From the Lord’s table we are sent 
in the spirit of John the Baptist to proclaim that in Christ the 
kingdom of God has come near. 

(*please stand as you are able)            (Congregation reads bold print) 

Welcome & Announcements 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
Blessed are you, God of hope, for you promise to bring forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse who 
will bring justice to the poor, who will deliver the needy and crush the oppressor, who will stand as 
a signal of hope for all people. 
As we light these candles, turn our wills to bear the fruit of repentance, transform our hearts to live 
in justice and harmony with one another, and fix our eyes on the root of Jesse, Jesus Christ, the hope 
of all nations. O people of hope, come, 

let us rejoice in the faithfulness of the Lord. Amen. 
 
*Confession & Forgiveness                                                                                                                                     

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose home is heaven and earth, whose salvation is sure. 
Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

Long-expected God, 
we confess that we look to ourselves for the peace and security only you can provide. We 
reach for swords and spears, reluctant to release our grip on the ways of war. We become 
impatient while waiting and weary of keeping awake. Free us from self-reliance, and teach 
us to live in harmony with our neighbors. Increase our trust in God’s timing, and awaken us 
to your advent among us, that we may abound in the hope you have promised. 
Amen. 

God judges us not as we deserve, but according to God’s own righteousness. ☩ You are freed and 
forgiven, saved by grace, and ready to welcome the Savior. 
Amen. 
 
*Opening Hymn   “Hark, The Glad Sound”  #239 
 
*Greeting  

The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all. And also with you. 
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*Kyrie p.138 
 
*Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray.  
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming nurture our growth 
as people of repentance and peace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

First Reading: Isaiah 11:1-10 
Isaiah describes the coming of a future, ideal ruler who will renew David’s royal line (the stump of 
Jesse). Gifted by the spirit of God, this ruler will reign with perfect justice. Enmity and danger will be 
restored to harmony and peaceful coexistence. 
 
 1 A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 2 The 
spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and 
might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 3 His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 
He shall not judge by what his eyes see or decide by what his ears hear, 4 but with righteousness he 
shall judge for the poor and decide with equity for the oppressed of the earth; he shall strike the 
earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
5 Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 
 
 6 The wolf shall live with the lamb; the leopard shall lie down with the kid; the calf and the lion 
will feed together, and a little child shall lead them. 7 The cow and the bear shall graze; their young 
shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 8 The nursing child shall play over 
the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 9 They will not hurt 
or destroy on all my holy mountain, for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the 
waters cover the sea. 
  10 On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of 
him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 
 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.  

Psalm: Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 
1 Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to the king’s son; 

 2 that he may rule your people righteously and the poor with justice; 

 3 that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, and the hills, in righteousness. 

 4 Let him defend the needy among the people, rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor. 

 5 May he live as long as the sun and moon endure, from one generation to another. 

 6 Let him come down like rain upon the mown field, like showers that water the earth. 

 7 In his time may the righteous flourish; and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall 

be no more. 

 18 Blessed are you, LORD God, the God of Israel; you alone do wondrous deeds! 

 19 And blessed be your glorious | name forever, and may all the earth be filled with your glory. 

Amen. Amen.  
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Second Reading: Romans 15:4-13 
God’s promise to include Gentiles within the circle of God’s blessed people has been fulfilled in Jesus 
Christ. Christians live out their unity by welcoming and encouraging each other just as Christ has 
welcomed them into God’s family. 
4 Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness and 
by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. 5 May the God of steadfastness and 
encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, 6 so 
that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
  7 Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 8 For I 
tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order 
that he might confirm the promises given to the ancestors 9 and that the gentiles might glorify God 
for his mercy. As it is written,  
 “Therefore I will confess you among the gentiles and sing praises to your name”; 10 and again he 
says, “Rejoice, O gentiles, with his people”; 11 and again,  “Praise the Lord, all you gentiles, and let all 
the peoples praise him”; 12 and again Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse shall come, the one who rises to 
rule the gentiles; in him the gentiles shall hope.” 
13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope 
by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.  

*Gospel Acclamation -- p. 142 

*The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 24th Chapter.  Glory to You, O Lord. 

Gospel: Matthew 3:1-12 

Just before Jesus begins his public ministry, John the Baptist appears, calling people to mend their ways 
and speaking of a powerful one who is to come. 
 

1 In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 2 “Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3 This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he 
said,  
 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; 
  make his paths straight.’ ” 
4 Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was 
locusts and wild honey. 5 Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region around the Jordan were 
going out to him, 6 and they were baptized by him in the River Jordan, confessing their sins. 
  7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for his baptism, he said to them, 
“You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8 Therefore, bear fruit 
worthy of repentance, 9 and do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our 
ancestor,’ for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 10 Even now 
the ax is lying at the root of the trees; therefore every tree that does not bear good fruit will be cut 
down and thrown into the fire. 
  11 “I baptize you with water for repentance, but the one who is coming after me is more powerful 
than I, and I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 
12 His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat 
into the granary, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 
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The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
Children’s Message 
 
Message 
 
Hymn   “On Jordan’s Bank The Baptists Cry”   #249 
 
*Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

*Prayers of Intercession 

In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your promise to renew the 
church, the nations, and the whole creation. A brief silence. 
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With wisdom and understanding, inspire the faithful around the world. Unite hearts and minds in 
work to address poverty, access to housing, and equity among peoples. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
With counsel and might, move us to care for creation. As we dream of the day when all creatures 
will flourish alongside one another, guide us in ways humanity and all creation will mutually thrive. 
God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
With righteousness and faithfulness, encourage nations to live in harmony with one another. We 
pray for international student and teacher exchanges, for our partner churches, and for the shared 
mission of Lutheran World Relief and Lutheran Disaster Response. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
With steadfastness and encouragement, strengthen those who have lost hope in the face of grief, 
depression, or disease (especially we pray for Barb, Carla, Barb, Diane, Bill, Ed, Pat, Jeni, Kenny, and 
Jayme). Renew the spirits of those recovering from surgery and medical procedures. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
With welcome and hospitality, embolden us in our shared ministry to overcome all that divides. In 
acts of repentance, reconciliation, and reparation, may we serve in the way of Christ. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
With joy and peace, we remember our ancestors in the faith (especially Ambrose, Bishop of Milan, 
whom we commemorate today). Fill us with the hope of the Holy Spirit now and into the ages of 
ages. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy through Jesus 
Christ, Emmanuel. 
Amen. 
 
*Peace  

May the peace of Christ be with you all. And also with you. 
 
Offering  
 
*Offering Prayer 
God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and with them our very 
lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need until the coming of your Son, our 
Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 
*Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, …. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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*Holy, Holy, Holy  p. 144 

*Thanksgiving at the Table p.144 

*Lord’s Prayer (Sung to the melody of “Away in the Manger”) 

Our Father in heaven, all praise to your name! 
Your Kingdom among us, your will done the same 
by mortals and angels. Come, Lord, reign alone; 
Oh hear us and bless us from heaven’s high throne. 
 
The bread that we yearn for provide us each day. 
As we forgive others, our sins take away. 
In times of temptation, to lead us be near. 
From evil deliver your children most dear. 
 
For yours is the kingdom; o’er all things you reign. 
And yours is the power; all things you maintain. 
To you be the glory, resounding again 
from all of creation, forever! Amen. 
 

*Invitation to Communion 
Here is life. God is with us. 
Come, receive what God has promised. 
 
Communion (continuous) 
Come forward in the center aisle, distancing as desired. Please cup your hands to receive 
the bread. Move to the right or left to receive the wine. Return to your pew via the side 
aisles. Gluten-free wafers are available in the container in front of the font. 
Those who wish to be served at their seats may remain seated.  
Distribution Hymns:  #717 – Let Justice Flow Like Streams; #264 – Prepare the Royal Highway 
 
*Prayer after Communion 
God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when the hungry will be fed 
with good things. Send us forth to make known your deeds and to proclaim the greatness of your 
name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

*Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The Lord look 

upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 

*Sending Hymn  “Light Dawns on a Weary World #726 
 
*Dismissal 
Go in peace. Christ is with you.   
Thanks be to God.  

Baptized believers sent into God’s world to share God’s love and grace. 
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Welcome!  May you be blessed as we worship together! 
 
Pastor Ed Pease: 
 Home Phone – 605-231-2367 
 Email – edward.pease@gmail.com 

 
● A special welcome to any visitors! Please take the time this morning to fill out the visitor card 

located with the hymnals and either place it on the offering plate or give it to an usher.  
 

● Please have Giving tree gifts for LSI and WC at church by Sunday, December 7 (TODAY) so they 
can be delivered. Items most needed for CAA will be collected through the month of December—
lists on the usher’s table and tote for items in entry. 

 
This Week’s Events: December 7-14 
Today  9:00am 2nd Sunday of Advent 
  10:15am Council Meeting 
Tues.  7:00pm AA Meeting (Contact person is Larry S., 712-251-4207) 
Wed.  1:00pm  Sewing Group 
  3:30pm KidZone 
  5:00pm Confirmation 
  7:00pm Midweek Advent Services - offerings towards WC Care Closet 
Sun.  9:00am KidZone Christmas Program 
  10:00am  Pancake Breakfast in the fellowship hall 
  
Upcoming Events: 
Wed. Dec 24 6:00pm Christmas Eve Worship 
 
Worship Assistants for December: 
Organist: Ruth Chartier     Altar Guild: Roger & Susan Christiansen 
Scripture Reader: Lisa Rippke   Offertory Accountants: Irv Martin & Denny Bain 
Tech Assistant: Jill & Casey Stratton  Acolyte and Crucifer: Jacob and Leah Ringkob 
Greeters: Gloria Healy 
Greeters Next Week: Ann Hopp      

Birthdays: 7 - Ann Hopp; 8 - Jade Davidson, Janet Jansen; 10 - Kyler Christiansen, Kim Steffen, Ryan 
Gilbert; 11 - David Brosamle, Brylee Koehler, Rebecca Thomas; 12 - Leann Henschen 
 
Anniversaries: 12 - Chase & Chris Koehler  

_________________________________________________________________________                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

 

 

 

 



8 

Prayers 

We pray for Kenny Stroman; Barb Kunkel; Carla Boggs; Barb Allner; Diane Riediger; Bill Nagel; Ed 
Kunkel; those in addictions/recovery; all who are grieving; victims of extreme weather and natural 
disasters, violence and domestic abuse.  
For those battling cancer: Jayme Webb; Jeni Aman. 
_________________________________________________________________ 

God’s Work.  Our gifts.  Thank you to all who support our ministry! 
Our budget needs each week: $3,175 
Electronic Giving  $           690 
General Fund          $                0   
Total                    $           690    

 
 


