17th Sunday After Pentecost
September 19, 2021
Rev. Kelley Pedersen, Interim Pastor
Today we hear James warn against selfish ambition,
while the disciples quarrel over which one of them is
the greatest. Jesus tells them the way to be great is
to serve. Then, to make it concrete, he puts in front
of them a flesh-and-blood child. We are called to
welcome the children God puts in front of us, to
make room for them in daily interaction, and to give
them a place of honor in the assembly.

(*please stand as you are able)

(Congregation reads bold print)

Welcome & Announcements
*Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
whose teaching is life, whose presence is sure,
and whose love is endless. Amen.
Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart.
Silence is kept for reflection.
God our comforter:
like lost sheep, we have gone astray.
We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity.
We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression.
We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed.
Free us from our sin, gracious God.
Listen when we call out to you for help.
Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves.
Amen.
All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.
By the gift of grace in ☩ Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous.
Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins.
Amen.
*Hymn “Children of the Heavenly Father” #781
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*Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
*Prayer of the Day
O God, our teacher and guide, you draw us to yourself and welcome us as beloved
children. Help us to lay aside all envy and selfish ambition, that we may walk in
your ways of wisdom and understanding as servants of your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.
First Reading: Jeremiah 11:18-20
Today’s reading tells of the suffering of the prophet Jeremiah, who announced God’s
word to Judah but was met with intense opposition and persecution. Jeremiah
continues to trust in God in the midst of his suffering.
18It was the Lord who made it known to me, and I knew;
then you showed me their evil deeds.
19But I was like a gentle lamb
led to the slaughter.
And I did not know it was against me
that they devised schemes, saying,
“Let us destroy the tree with its fruit,
let us cut him off from the land of the living,
so that his name will no longer be remembered!”
20But you, O Lord of hosts, who judge righteously,
who try the heart and the mind,
let me see your retribution upon them,
for to you I have committed my cause.
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 54
God is my helper; it is the Lord who sustains my life. (Ps. 54:4)
1Save me, O God, by your name;
in your might, defend my cause.
2Hear my prayer, O God;
give ear to the words of my mouth.
3For strangers have risen up against me, and the ruthless have sought my life,
those who have no regard for God.
4Behold, God is my helper;
it is the Lord who sustains my life.
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5Render evil to those who spy on me;
in your faithfulness, destroy them.
6I will offer you a freewill sacrifice
and praise your name, O Lord, for it is good.
7For you have rescued me from every trouble,
and my eye looks down on my enemies.

Second Reading: James 3:13--4:3, 7-8a
The wisdom God gives unites our hearts and minds. Instead of living to satisfy our
own wants and desires, we manifest this wisdom in peace, gentleness, mercy, and
impartiality toward others.
13Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life that your
works are done with gentleness born of wisdom. 14But if you have bitter envy and
selfish ambition in your hearts, do not be boastful and false to the truth. 15Such
wisdom does not come down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, devilish. 16For
where there is envy and selfish ambition, there will also be disorder and wickedness
of every kind. 17But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle,
willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without a trace of partiality or
hypocrisy. 18And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace for those who make
peace.4:
1Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they come from? Do they not
come from your cravings that are at war within you? 2You want something and do
not have it; so you commit murder. And you covet something and cannot obtain it;
so you engage in disputes and conflicts. You do not have, because you do not ask.
3You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, in order to spend what you
get on your pleasures. 7Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he
will flee from you. 8aDraw near to God, and he will draw near to you.
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
*Gospel Acclamation -- p. 102
*The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the 9th Chapter. Glory to You, O Lord.
Gospel: Mark 9:30-37
Jesus’ teaching and action in this text are directed to the church whenever it is
seduced by the world’s definition of greatness: prestige, power, influence, and
money. The antidote to such a concern for greatness is servanthood.
30[Jesus and the disciples went on] and passed through Galilee. He did not want
anyone to know it;31for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The Son of
Man is to be betrayed into human hands, and they will kill him, and three days after
being killed, he will rise again.” 32But they did not understand what he was saying
and were afraid to ask him.
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33Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked them,
“What were you arguing about on the way?” 34But they were silent, for on the way
they had argued with one another who was the greatest. 35He sat down, called the
twelve, and said to them, “Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and servant
of all.” 36Then he took a little child and put it among them; and taking it in his arms,
he said to them, 37“Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me,
and whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent me.”
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to You, O Christ.
Message
Hymn of the Day “All are Welcome” #641
Apostles’ Creed

p. 105

*Prayers of Intercession
Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the
world, and all in need. A brief silence.
God of community, we pray for the church around the world. Unite us in our love
for you. Help us overcome our divisions, that we are encouraged to work together
for your sake. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
God of creation, we pray for this hurting earth. Awaken in us a new desire to care
for this world and empower us to support agencies, organizations, and individual
efforts to heal our environment. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
God of cooperation, we pray for nations of the world embroiled in conflict
(especially). Inspire leaders to listen to each other and work towards peaceful
solutions to disagreements. Protect the vulnerable, especially children, who cannot
find safety in their home or country. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
God of comfort, we pray for all who live with mental or physical illness. Help them
find appropriate care. Bring healing and wholeness when the path forward seems
bleak. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
God of compassion, we pray for the young people of this congregation. Renew in us
your call to welcome the children in our midst. As they grow, strengthen their faith
and our commitment to them. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
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God of consolation, we give you thanks for our loved ones who have died and pray
for all who grieve today (especially). Shine your grace on all your saints. Lord, in
your mercy, hear our prayer.
Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
*Peace
Offering and *Offering Prayer
God of abundance,
you cause streams to break forth in the desert
and manna to rain from the heavens.
Accept the gifts you have first given us.
Unite them with the offering of our lives
to nourish the world you love so dearly;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
*Lord’s Prayer

p. 145

*Blessing
People of God, you are Christ’s body,
bringing new life to a suffering world.
The holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
bless you now and forever. Amen.
*Sending Hymn “Drawn to the Light” #593
*Dismissal
Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you.
Thanks be to God.
Baptized believers sent into God’s world to share God’s love and grace.
Liturgy is from Sundays & Seasons, reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies
Annual License #SAS000556. New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division
of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of
America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright ©
1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.
Permission to print/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license
#A-737358. All rights reserved.
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We welcome you! May you be blessed as we worship together.
Pr. Kelley can be reached at 402-750-9944 (cell).
Worship Assistants for September:
Organist: Ruth Chartier
Altar Guild: Dave & Patti Christiansen
Scripture Reader: Denny Bain
Offertory Accountants: Steve & Lisa Rippke
Tech Assistants: Rebecca Brockhaus
This Week’s Events: September 19-25
Sun.
9:00am
17th Sunday after Pentecost Worship
10:00am
Council meeting in the basement
Tues.
7:00pm
AA Meeting (Contact person is Larry S., 712-251-4207)
Wed.
3:30-5pm Kid’s Zone (through grade 6)
Fri.
Office closed
Upcoming Events:
Sun, Sept 26
Congregational meeting after worship to elect Call Committee
Wed, Sept 29
Confirmation begins! (more info to come)
We pray for two households--members and friends--this week Dirk Brosamle &
family and Larry & Jan Stroman & family.

At Air Guard Tech. School in Biloxi, MI: Blake Morgan
For those battling cancer: Denise Arpino-treatment; Doug Dahlke; Brad Pautsch-treatment plan pending (Cindy Ploen’s brother); Marj Sanderson-hospice; Michelle Stovie
(Harry Kloewer's daughter-chemo)
We also pray for Kendall Riedger (broken leg & pending surgery); Amanda Thorson & baby
Trice (Liz Wahlberg’s sister); Amber Bock; Carla Boggs; Howard Hustedt (Janna Brandt’s
uncle);Jon Kleemeier (rehab at home); Barb Kunkel; Drake Malm; Logan Malm; Tucker
Malm; Kelly Martin; Salina Shaw (Larry Stroman’s niece); Paula Roling; Jo Sparr; Kereen
Swanger (recovering from stroke-back in the hospital); those in addictions/recovery; all
who are grieving; victims of COVID-19, extreme weather and natural disasters, violence
and domestic abuse.
On Ushers’ Table:
●
●

Children’s bulletins
Lutheran Disaster Response - US Wildfires information, Haiti earthquake
relief
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++ 7th & 8th Graders -- Confirmation planning is in the works! Please reach out
to the office if you know of or have an interested student that we have not reached
out to yet. ++
Birthdays: 21-Noah Farah, Joyce Miller; 24-Lynn Morgan, Kara Thompson, Harper
Wahlberg, Liz Wahlberg; 25-Blair Morgan
Anniversaries: 22-Garrett & Rita Tabke
P.O. Box 239 Moville IA 51039

873-3327

Facebook: Trinity Lutheran Church, Moville
Email: tlchurchmoville@gmail.com OR tlchurch@wiatel.net
Website: www.trinitylutheranmoville.org
YouTube: Trinity Lutheran Church, Moville IA
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