Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 19, 2021
Rev. Kelley L. Pedersen, Interim Pastor
Cradle and cross are inextricably connected on the
fourth Sunday of Advent. Between a lovely tribute to the
little town of Bethlehem and Mary’s magnificent song of
praise, the letter to the Hebrews reminds us in no uncertain
terms that Christ’s advent is for “the offering of the body of
Jesus Christ once for all.” It is the kind of tension in which
the church always lives as when in holy communion—with
high delight—“we proclaim the Lord’s death.”
(*please stand as you are able)

(Congregation reads bold print)

Welcome & Announcements
*Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who alone does wonders,
who lifts up the lowly,
who fills the hungry with good things.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God.
Silence is kept for reflection.
God for whom we wait,
in the presence of one another,
we confess our sin before you.
We fail in believing that your good news is for us.
We falter in our call to tend your creation.
We find our sense of self in material wealth.
We fear those different from ourselves.
We forget that we are your children
and turn away from your love.
Forgive us, Blessed One,
and assure us again of your saving grace.
Amen.
God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you!
Through the power of the Holy Spirit,
☩ your sins are forgiven.
You are children of the Most High,
inheritors of the eternal promise,
and recipients of divine mercy.
God strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace.
Amen.
*Hymn “Savior of the Nations Come” #263
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*Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.
Lighting of the Advent Wreath
We praise you, O God, for this wheel of time that marks our days of preparation for Christ’s
advent. As we light the candles on this wreath, open our eyes to see your presence in the
lowly ones of this earth. Enlighten us with your grace, that we may sing of your advent
among us in the Word made flesh. Grant this through Christ our Lord, whose coming is certain
and whose day draws near.
Amen.
*Prayer of the Day
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us
from the sin that binds us, that we may receive you in joy and serve you always, for you
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
First Reading: Micah 5:2-5a
The prophet Micah, having pronounced judgment upon Judah, speaks of a future shepherdking who, like David, will come from the small town of Bethlehem. (Ephrathah refers to the
area around Bethlehem.) This king will restore Israel and bring peace. New Testament
writers understood this passage to be referring to Jesus.
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But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah,
who are one of the little clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me
one who is to rule in Israel,
whose origin is from of old,
from ancient days.
3
Therefore he shall give them up until the time
when she who is in labor has brought forth;
then the rest of his kindred shall return
to the people of Israel.
4
And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD,
in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great
to the ends of the earth;
5a
and he shall be the one of peace.
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
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Psalm: Psalm 80:1-7
Let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. (Ps. 80:7)
1
Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock;
shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim.
2
In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh,
stir up your strength and come to help us.
3
Restore us, O God;
let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.
4
O LORD God of hosts,
how long will your anger fume when your people pray?
5
You have fed them with the bread of tears;
you have given them bowls of tears to drink.
6
You have made us the derision of our neighbors,
and our enemies laugh us to scorn.
7
Restore us, O God of hosts;
let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.
Second Reading: Hebrews 10:5-10
The author of Hebrews uses the image of religious sacrifice to convey the significance of
Christ’s coming. Through obedient acceptance of God’s will, Christ allows his own body to
become the greatest sacrifice of all, one through which we are made a holy people.
Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said,
“Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired,
but a body you have prepared for me;
6
in burnt offerings and sin offerings
you have taken no pleasure.
7
Then I said, ‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O God’
(in the scroll of the book it is written of me).”
8
When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and
offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to the
law), 9then he added, “See, I have come to do your will.” He abolishes the first in order to
establish the second. 10And it is by God’s will that we have been sanctified through the
offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.
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Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
*Gospel Acclamation -- p. 102
*The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 1st Chapter. Glory to You, O Lord
Gospel: Luke 1:39-55
Elizabeth, John’s mother, and Mary, the mother of Jesus, are two women filled with the
Holy Spirit and with faith. In Elizabeth’s inspired greeting and Mary’s song of praise we hear
of a saving God who remembers, scatters, lifts up, and fulfills all things.
In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill
country, 40where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41When
Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with
the Holy Spirit 42and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and
blessed is the fruit of your womb. 43And why has this happened to me, that the mother of
39
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my Lord comes to me? 44For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my
womb leaped for joy. 45And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of
what was spoken to her by the Lord.” [
46
And Mary said,
“My soul magnifies the Lord,
47
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
48
for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant.
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;
49
for the Mighty One has done great things for me,
and holy is his name.
50
His mercy is for those who fear him
from generation to generation.
51
He has shown strength with his arm;
he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.
52
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones,
and lifted up the lowly;
53
he has filled the hungry with good things,
and sent the rich away empty.
54
He has helped his servant Israel,
in remembrance of his mercy,
55
according to the promise he made to our ancestors,
to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to You, O Christ.
Message
Hymn of the Day “Canticle of Turning” #723
*Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
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and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
*Prayers of Intercession
In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places that yearn for
God’s presence.
A brief silence.
Nurturing God, you give us life and care for our every need. Use the church’s gifts and
ministries for your service, bringing your word to all who seek your transforming grace.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Creator God, you proclaim your boundless love for all that you have made. Renew barren
lands, polluted waters, and melting ice caps. Make us servants of your creation that brings
forth abundant life. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Righteous God, you bring down the mighty and lift up the lowly. Strengthen those who
seek justice. Bless the work of community organizers, activists, journalists, and all who call
our attention to imbalances of power. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Compassionate God, you proclaim your love and mercy. Show your lovingkindness to teen
parents and those who are pregnant. Comfort any struggling with infertility and those who
await test results, are in treatment and hospice care, and others in need (especially). Hear
us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Gracious God, you fill the hungry with good things. Bless the feeding ministries of this
congregation and community. Guide us to share your bounty with those who hunger or live
in poverty. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
Faithful God, you stir up the hearts of those who love you. We give you thanks for those
who, like Mary, were courageous in their witness (especially). Give us such courage until
that day when you fulfill all things. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive these prayers
and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus.
Amen.
*Peace
May the peace of God be with you all.
And also with you.
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Offering and *Offering Prayer
God of our waiting and watching,
we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives
to the service of all your people.
Prepare the way before us
as we meet you in this simple meal,
through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace.
Amen.
*Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
*Holy, Holy, Holy p. 144
*Words of Institution
*Lord’s Prayer

p. 145

*Invitation to Communion
Come to Christ’s banquet.
Feast on God’s gift of grace.
Communion (continuous)
Come forward in the center aisle, distancing as desired. Please cup your hands to receive
the bread. Move to the right or left to receive the wine. Return to your pew via the side
aisles. Gluten-free wafers are available in the container in front of the font.
Those who wish to be served at their seats or use the individual pre-packaged elements at
their seats may stand to hear the words for individual distribution.
Distribution Hymns: #293 – That Boy Child of Mary; #266 – All Earth is Hopeful
*Prayer after Communion
Most High God,
you have come among us at this table.
By the Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of your word,
sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all,
through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest.
Amen.
*Blessing
The God of hope
fill us with all joy and peace in believing,
so that we may abound in hope
by the power of the Holy Spirit,
through Christ Jesus for whom we wait.
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Amen.
*Sending Hymn “Come Now O God” #902 ACS
*Dismissal
Go in peace. Christ is near.
Thanks be to God.
Baptized believers sent into God’s world to share God’s love and grace.
Liturgy is from Sundays & Seasons, reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual
License #SAS000556. New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian
Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by
permission. All rights reserved. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on
Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Permission to print/stream the music in
this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-737358. All rights reserved.

Welcome! May you be blessed as we worship together!
Pr. Kelley can be reached at 402-750-9944 (cell).
_______________________________________________________________________________
This Week’s Events: Dec 19-25
Sun. Dec 5 9:00am
Mon.
Tues.
7:00pm
Wed.
10:00am

Fourth Sunday of Advent
Office Closed
AA Meeting (Contact person is Larry S., 712-251-4207)
Adult Bible Study (If another time works better,
please share that with Pr. Kelley.)
3:30-5pm Kid’s Zone (through grade 6)
6:00-6:30p Confirmation
Fri. Dec 24 5:00pm
Christmas Eve Service
Upcoming Events:
Sun. Dec 26 9:00
Lessons and Carols Service
Sun. Jan 9
TLC Council Meeting after worship
Mon. Jan 10
Annual Meeting reports due; please drop off in the church office
or email to tlchurchmoville@gmail.com
Sun. Jan 23
TLC Annual Meeting Preview Discussion after worship
Sun. Jan 30
TLC Annual Meeting after worship
Worship Assistants for December:
Organist: Ruth Chartier
Scripture Reader: Roger Christiansen
Tech Assistants: Casey & Jill Stratton
Acolyte: Rex Morgan

Altar Guild: Roger & Susan Christiansen
Offertory Accountants: Steve & Lisa Rippke
Crucifer: Carson Coulter

Worship Assistants for January:
Organist: Ruth Chartier
Altar Guild: Dave & Patti Christiansen
Scripture Reader: Ann Hopp
Offertory Accountants: Irv Martin & Roger
Tech Assistants: Casey & Jill Stratton
Christiansen
Acolyte: Leah Cross
Crucifer: Natalie Stamm
_______________________________________________________________________________
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Birthdays: 19-Steve Rippke, Emily Sampson, Jacey Stratton; 25-Jesus Merry Christmas!
Anniversaries: 23-Rick & Tonya Flaugh
_______________________________________________________________________________
Prayers
For those battling cancer: Denise Arpino-treatment; Doug Dahlke-Cancer has returned and
seems to be spreading, is at home recovering from chemo; Brad Pautsch (Cindy Ploen’s
brother)-started his immunizations Michelle Stovie (Harry Kloewer's daughter)-chemo, PET scan
at the end of October.
We also pray for Norma Thies-meeting with hospice; Talon Penning (Kara Koehn’s brother)Covid pneumonia, doing better and has returned home; Carla Boggs; Jon Kleemeier-rehab at
home; Barb Kunkel; Ed Kunkel (Barb’s son)-heart and lung issues, hospitalized with Covid;
Drake Malm; Tucker Malm (10-yrs old)-Crohn’s, doing well at home while waiting for surgery;
Kelly Martin; Paula Roling; Kereen Swanger-recovering from stroke; those in
addictions/recovery; all who are grieving; victims of COVID-19, extreme weather and natural
disasters, violence and domestic abuse.
_______________________________________________________________________________
THANK YOU!
•

to Kids Zone for a wonderful service last Sunday!

On Ushers’ Table:
● Children’s bulletins
● Lutheran Disaster Response - US Wildfires information, Haiti earthquake relief
● 2021 Advent Devotional (large and small print available)
● Seminal sheets for confirmation students
● Survey for the Call Committee
● Worship Helpers sign-up sheet
_________________________________________________________________
God’s Work. Our gifts. Thank you to all who support our ministry!
Electronic giving
$ 142.50
Mission Support

$

30.00

Lutheran Disaster Relief

$

725.00

Kids Zone

$

25.00

General Fund

$2,935.00

Total

$3,852.50

_________________________________________________________________
P.O. Box 239 Moville IA 51039

873-3327

Facebook: Trinity Lutheran Church, Moville
Email: tlchurchmoville@gmail.com OR tlchurch@wiatel.net
Website: www.trinitylutheranmoville.org
YouTube: Trinity Lutheran Church, Moville IA
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