19th Sunday After Pentecost
October 3, 2021
Rev. Kelley L. Pedersen, Interim Pastor
Today’s gospel combines a saying that makes many of
us uncomfortable with a story we find comforting.
Jesus’ saying on divorce is another of his rejections of
human legislation in favor of the original intent of
God’s law. Jesus’ rebuke of the disciples who are
fending off the children should challenge us as well.
What does it mean to receive the kingdom of God as a
child does?

(*please stand as you are able)
(Congregation reads bold print)
Welcome & Announcements
*Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
whose teaching is life, whose presence is sure,
and whose love is endless. Amen.
Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart.
Silence is kept for reflection.
God our comforter:
like lost sheep, we have gone astray.
We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity.
We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression.
We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed.
Free us from our sin, gracious God.
Listen when we call out to you for help.
Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves.
Amen.
All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.
By the gift of grace in ☩ Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous.
Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins.
Amen.
*Hymn “How Firm A Foundation” #796
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*Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.
*Prayer of the Day
Sovereign God, you have created us to live in loving community with one another. Form
us for life that is faithful and steadfast, and teach us to trust like little children, that we
may reflect the image of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

First Reading: Genesis 2:18-24
Genesis 2 stresses that people are not meant to live in isolation but in relationship. Out of
love for humanity, God creates them male and female, to provide companionship for each
other and to become with each other “one flesh.” The Hebrew words used here are ish
(man) and ishshah (woman).
18 The Lord God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a
helper as his partner.” 19 So out of the ground the Lord God formed every animal of the
field and every bird of the air, and brought them to the man to see what he would call
them; and whatever the man called every living creature, that was its name. 20 The man
gave names to all cattle, and to the birds of the air, and to every animal of the field; but
for the man there was not found a helper as his partner. 21 So the Lord God caused a deep
sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; then he took one of his ribs and closed up its
place with flesh. 22 And the rib that the Lord God had taken from the man he made into a
woman and brought her to the man. 23 Then the man said,
“This at last is bone of my bones
and flesh of my flesh;
this one shall be called Woman,
for out of Man this one was taken.”
24 Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother and clings to his wife, and they
become one flesh.
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
Psalm: Psalm 8
You crown us with glory and honor. (Ps. 8:5)
1 O Lord our Lord,
how majestic is your name in all the earth!
2 you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of the mouths of infants
and children;
you have set up a fortress against your enemies, to silence the foe and
avenger.
3 When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers,
the moon and the stars you have set in their courses,
4 what are mere mortals that you should be mindful of them,
human beings that you should care for them?
5 Yet you have made them little less than divine;
with glory and honor you crown them.
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6 You have made them rule over the works of your hands;
you have put all things under their feet:
7 all flocks and cattle,
even the wild beasts of the field,
8 the birds of the air, the fish of the sea,
and whatever passes along the paths of the sea.
9 O Lord our Lord,
how majestic is your name in all the earth!
Second Reading: Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12
Quoting from the psalms, this passage from Hebrews emphasizes that Jesus, the one
through whom God created everything and who sits at God’s right hand, is also the one
who experienced human suffering and death in order to blaze the path of salvation for us.
1 Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, 2 but in
these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things,
through whom he also created the worlds. 3 He is the reflection of God’s glory and the
exact imprint of God’s very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he
had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 4
having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent
than theirs.
2:5 Now God did not subject the coming world, about which we are speaking, to angels.
6 But someone has testified somewhere,
“What are human beings that you are mindful of them,
or mortals, that you care for them?
7 You have made them for a little while lower than the angels;
you have crowned them with glory and honor,
8 subjecting all things under their feet.”
Now in subjecting all things to them, God left nothing outside their control. As it is, we do
not yet see everything in subjection to them,9 but we do see Jesus, who for a little while
was made lower than the angels, now crowned with glory and honor because of the
suffering of death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone.
10 It was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, in bringing many
children to glory, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through sufferings. 11
For the one who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one Father. For this reason
Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters, 12 saying,
“I will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters,
in the midst of the congregation I will praise you.”
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
*Gospel Acclamation -- p. 102
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*The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the 10th Chapter. Glory to You, O Lord.
Gospel: Mark 10:2-16
Jesus announced and enacted in history the new reality of God’s surprising activity. These
two stories demonstrate this new reality: Women and children are accepted and valued,
not dismissed as inferior to adult men.
2 Some Pharisees came, and to test [Jesus] they asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce
his wife?” 3 He answered them, “What did Moses command you?” 4 They said, “Moses
allowed a man to write a certificate of dismissal and to divorce her.” 5 But Jesus said to
them, “Because of your hardness of heart he wrote this commandment for you. 6 But from
the beginning of creation, ‘God made them male and female.’ 7 ‘For this reason a man shall
leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, 8 and the two shall become one
flesh.’ So they are no longer two, but one flesh. 9 Therefore what God has joined together,
let no one separate.”
10 Then in the house the disciples asked him again about this matter. 11 He said to
them, “Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against her; 12
and if she divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery.”
13 People were bringing little children to him in order that he might touch them; and the
disciples spoke sternly to them. 14 But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to
them, “Let the little children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that
the kingdom of God belongs. 15 Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of
God as a little child will never enter it.” 16 And he took them up in his arms, laid his hands
on them, and blessed them.
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to You, O Christ.
Message
Hymn of the Day “God, When Human Hearts are Broken” #603
Apostles’ Creed

p. 105

*Prayers of Intercession
Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, and
all in need. A brief silence.
Holy One, you have raised up faithful leaders throughout history. Empower those
discerning a call to ministry and all seminarians (specific individuals known to the
congregation may be named), that they continue to be formed for the sake of the gospel.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
You have established a diverse and beautiful creation. Revive declining species and
preserve endangered lands. Cultivate in us a sense of wonder for the world you created.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
You desire for us not to be alone and to live in community with one another. Strengthen
relationships between nations and peoples, that we celebrate and support one human
family. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
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You share in our experiences and struggles. Bless all who live with any mental or physical
disability. Inspire creative communities, spaces, and environments that are accessible and
hospitable. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
You have established and nurtured relationships that extend beyond those gathered here
today. Bless members who can no longer travel to worship with us (especially) and
remind us of their continued role in this community of faith. Lord, in your mercy, hear
our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
You promise eternal life to all your children. Thank you for the people of faith who have
gone before us. Strengthen our trust we have in you. Lord, in your mercy, hear our
prayer.
Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
*Peace
Offering and *Offering Prayer
God of abundance,
you cause streams to break forth in the desert
and manna to rain from the heavens.
Accept the gifts you have first given us.
Unite them with the offering of our lives
to nourish the world you love so dearly;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
*Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
*Holy, Holy, Holy p. 144
*Words of Institution
*Lord’s Prayer

p. 145

*Invitation to Communion
All who hunger and thirst, come.

The table is ready.
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Communion (continuous)
Come forward in the center aisle, distancing as desired. Please cup your hands to receive
the bread. Return to your pew via the side aisles. Gluten-free wafers are available in the
container in front of the font.
Those who wish to be served at their seats or use the individual pre-packaged elements at
their seats may stand to hear the words for individual distribution.
Distribution Hymns: #790--Day by Day; # 656--Blest be the Ties the Binds
Prayer after Communion
Lord of life, in the gift of your body and blood
you turn the crumbs of our faith into a feast of salvation.
Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy,
bearing witness to the abundance of your love
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
*Blessing
People of God, you are Christ’s body,
bringing new life to a suffering world.
The holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
bless you now and forever. Amen.
*Sending Hymn “Go, My Children, with My Blessing” #543
*Dismissal
Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you.
Thanks be to God.
Baptized believers sent into God’s world to share God’s love and grace.
Liturgy is from Sundays & Seasons, reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress
Liturgies Annual License #SAS000556. New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright ©
1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the
United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Revised Common
Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress.
Used by permission. Permission to print/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE
LICENSE with license #A-737358. All rights reserved.

Welcome! May you be blessed as we worship together!
Pr. Kelley can be reached at 402-750-9944 (cell).

Our sympathy to Bill Sparr and family on the death of their beloved Jo.
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This Week’s Events: Oct 3-9
Sun.
9:00am
19th Sunday after Pentecost Worship w/ Communion
2-4pm
Conference Meeting on Zoom
Mon.
Office Closed
Tues.
7:00pm
AA Meeting (Contact person is Larry S., 712-251-4207)
Wed.
3:30-5pm Kid’s Zone (through grade 6)
6:00-7:15p Confirmation begins
Upcoming Events:
Sun, Oct 10 9:00am
10:15am
Sun, Oct 17 9:00am
10:00am
Sun, Oct 24 9:00am
10:00am

Worship w/ Communion
Council Meeting
Worship
Congregational gathering to share TLC’s past, present & future
Worship
Congregational gathering to share TLC’s past, present & future

Worship Assistants for October:
Organist: Ruth Chartier
Altar Guild: Janna Brandt & Marcia Kuehl
Scripture Reader: Ann Hopp
Offertory Accountants: Julie Davidson & Nick
Tech Assistants: Casey & Jill Stratton
Wahlberg

We pray for two households--members and friends--Chase & Heather Bryan & family and
Rick & Jodi Steffen, Katie & Keely.

At Air Guard Tech. School in Biloxi, MI: Blake Morgan
For those battling cancer: Denise Arpino-treatment; Doug Dahlke-PET scan came back clear;
Brad Pautsch (Cindy Ploen’s brother)-treatment; Marj Sanderson-hospice; Michelle Stovie
(Harry Kloewer's daughter)-chemo
We also pray for Carla Boggs; Howard Hustedt (Janna Brandt’s uncle); Jon Kleemeier-rehab at
home; Barb Kunkel; Drake Malm; Logan Malm; Tucker Malm (10 yrs old)-Crohn’s; Kelly Martin;
Salina Shaw (Larry Stroman’s niece); Paula Roling; Kereen Swanger-recovering from stroke;
those in addictions/recovery; all who are grieving; victims of COVID-19, extreme weather and
natural disasters, violence and domestic abuse.

Birthdays: 5-Randi Weaver; 7-Mason Kamienski, Mishelle Powell, Natalie Stamm; 9Kaylie Coulter, Ethan Thompson
Anniversaries: 8-Shane & Kim Mitchell
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On Ushers’ Table:
●
●
●

Children’s bulletins
Lutheran Disaster Response - US Wildfires information, Haiti earthquake relief
List of LWR personal care & school kit items; still collecting through
Sunday, October 17--please drop off items in the entryway!

God’s Work. Our gifts. Thank you to all who support our ministry!
Electronic giving
$ 142.50
Mission Support

$

30.00

General Fund

$3,170.00

Total

$3,342.50

P.O. Box 239 Moville IA 51039

873-3327

Facebook: Trinity Lutheran Church, Moville
Email: tlchurchmoville@gmail.com OR tlchurch@wiatel.net
Website: www.trinitylutheranmoville.org
YouTube: Trinity Lutheran Church, Moville IA
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